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In a brief five years time, the Fiftieth anniversary of the
Apparitions at Fatima will take place and Lucia herself, the
only survivor of the three children who were so blessed t&n that
summer of 1917, celebrated her fifty-fifth birthday earlier
tnis year, for she was but Jjust eleven years old on that May
morning,which new seems so long age.

Lucia's :

§xx life since then nas been an unusual one. Afte: the deaths
of her cousins, Francisco and Jacinta who saw the apparitions
with her, staying on in the little village of Aljustre} became
very difficult. Her own family hardly knew what to think about
it all, more and more people, some as pilgrims, some as scoffers;

visiting
were xexXmgxkw tne numble nowe-maqe sarine waich mas set up at
the site of the apparitions, and they all vanted to see and to
talk to Lucia.

She tried to escape all the fuss and to go on with her life
as a simple village girl, looking after her father's sheep in
tne grazing grounds, washing clothes at the communal village
stream, weaving coarse cloth for the families gzarments and
taking her part in the endless chores whica fall on the women
and girls in an agricultural community.

But when the girl was about 15, the newly appoimted Bishop

of Leiria, in which diocese Fatima is situated, decided that

she snould get more ecucation tnan was then available at the
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~ village school amd with her parents' consent,,sent oy to ‘szhesX

2k the convent of the Dorothean Sisters zk near Oportegiqgire she
stayed for some years.

It was the bishop's wish tunat noe one in the convent, with the

‘exception of the Reverend Mether, should knew whne Lucia was, so

she was given another name and preserved her secret intact. Which
does show that even at that coemparitively early age, she was
unusually discreet and humble. »

Soon her thoughts_-emeturedds turned to a religious vocatien ,
and she told the bishop that she would like to enter Carmel, But
he firmly kzXa said tnat tnat life would be too austeie}for her
and advised her to apply to the Dorothean nuns as a lay-sister.
This,Lucia obediently did and spent many years scrubbing and
cleaning and waiting on the pupils in the convent bearding-school
at Tuy, Jjust oher the Portuguese boarder in Spain. ﬂurgéﬁr

o £ -seom
religious superiors/decided that she would be able to lead a far
more unormal religious life in Spaim than in Pertugal; where inter-
est ?n the only surviver of the three ehildre%/ was m@untin%Ias
more and more pilgrims went to Fatima each year.

Time passed and ILucia remained in close Zgiggg% with the
Rishop of Leiria, who head=eiweys remained deeply concerned with
her wel};belngggasawnthr%he”deve%opmént and- grew%hneiwthfwshrrne
Dur;ng}gnzrpecenq world war, Lucia received various private
revelations which she communicated te the bishop by letten;aaé—

, | A

then he asked her to write down an exact account of all that A A

hap$ened in the course of the six apparitions in the summer months




of 1917, and of the eveats whicn led up te them, such as the
apparition of the Archangel to the children in the p}evious year
and the strange incident of their receiving a k¥md—=ef mystical
Communion from his hands.

Lucia wrote two of these 'Memoirs' for the Pishogfand they
arewig-tne Archives of tue pisnepric of Leiria, Most of those
who have written books on Fatima, have had access to them, and

they are extrehely interesting in showing Iucia's integrated and

balanced character. They are utter%y un-hysterlcal and _are {jid_
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written in a plaln,stralghtforward add rather uneduchted »&¥, and
- are natirally in Portuguese.

It is in these 'Memoirs' that Lucia mentions that the third
part of the communicatien of Our Blessed Lady to her af Fatima,

/

i%fwas secret, and could only be revealed at her own death or in
1960.

The Bishop, as can now be seen, made an unfortunate decisien
when he asked her to write down this 'secret', in case she did
die before 1l9o00. For tnis brought the wnolie matter into btae
public eye and such was the interest in it in 1960, that had
the 'secret' then been published, vast numbers of both Catholics
and non-Catholies would have practieatrry considered it to have
been an official pronouncement of the Church and anot merely a
private revelation, which in actual fact, the Church has not
pronounced on in any waye

Had the Bishep, whe died some years age, left the matter

alone, then it could have been published as the personal revel-
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'*through the centurles, withoeut brlnglng the Eccleblatxeal

sAuthorltles 1nto the matter. apart from the Imprlmatur that

; cdntaln nothing centrary to faith or morals.n

s‘,g{;{; Yo ik
After the War, in 1946, the Dorotheans  were asked to allow

~Lucia to visit Fatima,so as teo confirm the actual pl.ce Qwhere
; &«ﬁ@g FaER A
the various events connected with the ApparltlenS'fﬁu&

This she dl%’and 1t was then flound that certain 51tes llke

mthe Leca de Cabec® where the cousins recelved the mystlcal

‘LC@mmunl@n and were taught the Prayer of Adoratl@n by the angel

&

were not exactly as was theught by the lecal people?ﬁg%?iow
: all i e
it is/quite clear and definite.

But tnraugn_all these jyears in the Dorethean Congregatien,

Lucia still lenged for the complete obscurity and obkétien
of the Udrmellte llfe! and in 1948 she attalnj{ed her des:Lre
and with a nlece, who was alsoe a Dorothean nun, she entered
the Carmel at Coimbra, the old Portuguese Unlver51ty town,
some 80 miles north of Fatima. o

'Since that date her life has been more and more hidéen and
‘now she can recelve no visitors, apart from her own relatlans,
‘without the express petmissien of Reme. But her famlly‘ﬁé go
and see her reéularly and her “gister, Maria doé xlgxqunj@s,
who still lives in the cottage at Aljustrel near Fatima, where

they were all born, has told me how interested Luola is 1n3

all the family news of her nephews ana nieces and great

nephews and nlecesg ?helr vecations, for many have entered
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——%ha rellgleus life, and their marrlages. and even wnat_ibw @i

jﬁ% kniggshéxi' Lea g
planted and narvested in the family/ ffb sgifor the greatest

- supernaturai graces work through the reClple§BL§ charnﬁ :'
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{Falnts in the

Chureh show us how different these can be. le;ucia ig -

background and the extra@rdlnary dlverSIty of

fundamentally a sensible, shrewd ceuntrywomanyasiqgnvbe's&en
from what has beeq‘publiShed of her ’Memoiré' igv#épious_bqpks
on Fatima., x \a x; -f}iﬁa i
The: appeal of the Diocesan Pestulat@r for the Beatlflcatlan
-Cause of Fran01sce and Jacinta for documents and phet@graph% xi
from the time of the apparitiens, whieh T mentl@ned‘ln my last
LETTER FROM FATIMA, has produceé some interesting new material.
Engineer Marie Godinhe sent them a contemperaf§v“éh@t@grapﬁ
of the three children, taken zm IMkxy outsidg the el&vparish
chuich, on July lBth,l9l7, and a wtatement in whieh he says
that his-family lived some 18 miles from the Cova da Ifia, but
vwhen they firét heard of the Apparition, which was‘t@ﬁérds thé\f
end of May, he and his brother whoe was an army dector, thought
nothing of 1%, though his mother believed it might be true and
wanted te ge tnere for nerself.

4 5
Marieo Godlnh@ was 601ng his mllltary ;erv1ce in Llsben, but

n afé*“ e af Y A€
got leave to go heme aaé drove hlS mother in an early Peugeot
automobile

to the Cova da Iria on July 13th. &

They went with difficulty aleng very bad reads to the Cova

where the children were kneeling hold1n§ nghte candles, but
G\ A 2 Eanny
the Apparitien was already over, au%ifney drove the cousins te




the parlsh church, where the phot@graph was taken. They asked :
AN AR ,) - =
£l ) e _,questlons of the chlldreﬁyeﬂﬁkéﬂmﬁy gave the same account of the{
ilevents mnx@hunagbnapﬁeﬁadw“as tney did to many others later on.

Young G@anne returned te the Ceva, but earller tnms

B i

Mf-.on October lith though unwillingly,as he did not belleve that

 the extraordlnary sign whieh was promised, would be glven. His

sister called him out of the car in which he was s1tt1ng, ‘and
he saw with his own eyes the 'Miracle of the Sun'. :

He says in his deposzt1®n that he was able t@ look stralght
:at the sun thh eyes wide open, without bllnklng, as one could'

at a fr@sted glass illuminated from behind. The sun rotated

e,

and llght came from all around it and it looked as 1f 1t was

rapidly appr@aching the earth. He looked around and the strange

It Ty g
llght made everythlng seem unreal. This lasted, as Parfas.-
ea&&enxiﬁer about lO mlnutes. e
B ;fh tnldd ot wﬁ ?
h Lqﬁt wasjcanv1need that

f"‘

retur&ed heme/ &-

;omethlng d1v1ne had taken place,
For had

/ Some years Yukex, his mother had/a growth in the lachrymose
gland of the left eye, but no medical care seemed to make it &
better, and on this particular Qcober 13th, the treméQ&iﬁ;her B
eye was particularly noticable. However on returninéhéégthey‘ 
é&& noticed that the grewth had disappeared and the ﬁ?eﬁer
st@ppe@ eﬁ@ az
llfag\&&«M;éuﬁﬁwﬁwha&&kﬂmwﬁmmmnﬁh%%Ef“som@ﬁhrngwé@vwﬁewhaé

taken.place.at. the.Cewma.
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1ther recurred in the remaining %5 years eof her




